
From Fr. Tom Butler’s Homily Library 

“Men of Your Stripe” 

 

     What I read in the bible hardly ever surprises me. Still, do you want to know what 

jumped out at me from this morning’s first reading from the Acts of the Apostles? Well, 

it was the chief priests and the leaders of the people saying to the apostles, “By what 

power…or in whose name have MEN OF YOUR STRIPE done this?” They had arrested 

Peter and John for curing a lame man and then preaching about Jesus. But it is that 

phrase, “men of your stripe” that really ticks me off. 

     In our country our constitution proclaims equality for all. However, when it comes 

down to expectations and accomplishments, it seems only certain types or classes of 

people are expected to really stand out. Maybe it is the really educated…or the 

wealthy…maybe it’s those in power or even members of the male gender. And let us 

not forget the color WHITE as the prerequisite in some people’s mind for anything 

worthwhile to be accomplished. 

     People of other colors, those from third world countries, those who are handicapped, 

those who have not gotten their diploma…and…while we are at it…let us not forget 

women and children. All of these people are not expected to contribute much to the 

well being of society. Let’s face it: they are just like Peter and John who were mere 

fisherman, common laborers, uneducated men of absolutely no standing. They were 

knocked down and counted out before they were even given a chance to show what 

they could do. 

     “By what power or in whose name have men of your stripe done this?” 

     My dear friends, do not let yourselves judge anyone by false and prejudicial 

standards. Jesus selected twelve men of low standing to bring about the greatest 

blessings the world has ever received. And remember, God works through everybody!! 

So, let’s give each other a chance!! Who knows??? Maybe you and I might be able to 

accomplish some good before we cash in our chips and depart from this world.  

     But let’s not even attempt to do it without Jesus Christ. It just can’t be done without 

Him.  

 

Inspired by Acts 4:1-12 


